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18. Biscutum planum Bown (1987) 
 

  

  
Pl. 6, figs 16-18 

  
Pl. 14, figs 5 and 6 

 
Diagnosis. A species of Biscutum composed of two planar, unicyclic shields, the proximal 

shield being considerably smaller than the distal shield, and possessing a small central 
area spanned by four curving bars which form a cross, supporting a tall. hollow spine.  

Description. The distal shield is broadly elliptical and constructed from sixteen to nineteen 
thin, non-imbricating elements which are arranged horizontally and joined along 
straight radial sutures. The inner edges of these elements terminate abruptly to form a 
vertically sided central area through which a tall spine protrudes. The proximal shield 
is similarly constructed to the distal shield but is two to three times smaller. The two 
shields are well separated at their outer edges. The central area of the proximal shield is 
spanned by four curving bars which form a cross, aligned along the principal axes, 
supporting a central, thin, tall, hollow spine.  

LM description. The two shields appear dark but translucent and both can be seen as 
concentric ellipses.  
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Dimensions. Distal shield L: 3.8-5.4 (5.0) µm, W: 2.9-4.0 (4.0) µm; Proximal shield L: 2.8-
(2.9) µm, W: 2.4-(2.5) µm, RH: 0.8-1.6 µm, SH: 2.7-6.0 µm.  

Remarks. B. planum is distinguished from other species of Biscutum by its planar shield 
arrangements, lack of a sloping central depression, and the considerably differing shield 
sizes. In the latter respect it is similar to B. boletum Wind and Wise 1976 from the 
Maastrichtian.  

Derivation of name. From Latin planus, flat.  
Holotype. UCL-2074-8 (Pl. 6, fig. 16).  
Isotypes. UCL-2148-32, UCL-2072-30.  
Type locality. Timor (J237).  
Type level. Mid-Pliensbachian.  
Occurrence. At present only recorded from the type material. It thus appears likely that 

this species has a distribution limited to the Pacific province.  
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